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Picture Perfect

Taggart's $475K
deal draws
praise, criticsm
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@wkuherald.com

LESLYE DAVIS/HERALD

During the ﬁfth Kappa Sigma Christmas Pageant, Louisville senior Natalie Price holds a mirror for
Rochester, Mich., senior Kaylee Egerer while Egerer ﬁxers her hair. Egerer, who represented Alpha
Omicron Pi sorority, ﬁnished third in the pageant.

Check out more photos from the
Kappa Sigma Pageant online at

One of Willie Taggart’s favorite saying in his time as
WKU head coach has been that “nobody” has it better than
his Toppers.
And after Taggart was given a contract with a $475,000 base salary on
Wednesday, nobody on campus has it
better financially than Taggart.
The second-year head coach will
now make substantially more than President Gary Ransdell ($361,000), the university’s next-highest paid employee.
It was a move that had Faculty Re- TAGGART
gent Patti Minter questioning WKU’s
priorities.
“The university has sent a message that values entertainment over education,” Minter said.
Taggart’s deal more than doubled his original $225,000
per year contract he signed when he was hired in November of 2009.
The deal is loaded with performance-based incentives
for Taggart, including a 15 percent base salary increase
should the Toppers win eight games in a single season.
SEE TAGGART, PAGE 8
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Blind horses ﬁnd a home on
Thurman's Bowling Green farm

WKU seeks to
stop state
budget cuts
By KATHERINE WADE
news@wkuherald.com

By KATHERINE WADE
diversions@wkuherald.com

Ivan and Coco have been inseparable for seven years.
Both horses are blind, and Ivan
is reaching the end of his life. He is
27, and Standardbred horses only
live to be between 25 and 30.
Coco is getting old too, and
she’s sick a lot. But Ivan somehow
watches out for her.
And Bowling Green resident
Karen Thurman watches out for
both of them — along with 55 other blind or disabled horses.
Earlier this year, on the weekend before Labor Day, Thurman
was working in the barn all morning before heading back up to her
house for lunch. After she ate,

Thurman went out to her porch to
refill her hummingbird feeder.
“I’m out on the porch and all
of a sudden I hear Ivan — he’s
got a really loud voice — and he’s
screaming for me,” she said.
Thurman went back in the
house for a minute and when she
came out, Ivan was standing in her
yard.
“He had never done this,” she
said. “He’d never been out of his
paddock.”
Thurman grabbed a dog leash
and put it around Ivan’s neck.
“I said, ‘Oh my god, Ivan,
what’s going on?’” she said.
Thurman looked across the
property and saw Coco, more than
a quarter of a mile away, standing in full sun in the 100-degree

weather.
“Coco was sick,” she said. “And
Ivan came up to tell me that. And
you have to understand that he’s
completely blind. He’s been blind
for maybe 10 years or longer.”
Ivan had walked more than a
quarter of a mile in unfamiliar
territory to help save Coco’s life.
Thurman quickly led both of them
into a barn, where Coco collapsed.
Thurman said it has been a struggle, but Coco has been recovering.
Thurman owns a 185-acre farm,
known as the Rainhill Equine Facility in Bowling Green, that is
home to 57 previously abandoned
horses.
SEE HORSES, PAGE 7

As another even-numbered year approaches,
so does another budget year for state funding for
higher education in Kentucky.
The Council on Postsecondary Education
makes a budget recommendation every two years.
This budget will apply to 2012-2014.
Robbin Taylor, vice president for Public Affairs, said the university is not seeking anything
beyond the CPE budget request and has no other
specific legislative initiatives at this time.
“We will focus primarily on the budget in this
session,” she said. “We are tracking pre-filed bills
at this point.”
The governor will present his budget recommendation to the General Assembly by Jan. 17.
“Really until then we are discussing the CPE
budget recommendation — specifically what is in
it for WKU — with legislators,” Taylor said.
SEE BUDGET, PAGE 7

CASOKY helps keep locals warm for the winter
By ANNA ANDERSON
diversions@wkuherald.com

As temperatures drop
in the Bowling Green
area, thermostats are being switched over to heat
to beat the winter chill. Yet
some people can’t escape
from the cold — even in
their own homes. Kathy
Hunt knows this story all
too well.
Hunt, the weatherization director for Community Action of Southern
Kentucky, has been helping individuals and families stay warm for the past
10 years by working to
provide them with adequate heating systems and
insulation.
Hunt, a WKU graduate,
said homes without proper
insulation and heat puts

strain on the inhabitants’
health or budget. Often
times, both are affected.
Hunt said homeowners are
forced to choose between
important expenses such
as medication, clothing,
food and heat.
“If an elderly woman is
forced to choose between
her medication and her
utility bill, she’s going to
keep the lights on,” Hunt
said as an example.
To help solve this dilemma, Hunt and others
at Weatherization CARES
take applications from
households who are having a hard time keeping up
with heating costs.
Applicants who meet
specified criteria have
their homes surveyed
by the Weatherization
CARES team. After com-

wkuherald.com
FRI. 47˚/ 23˚

CONTACT:

piling all of the information taken from a survey,
members from the weatherization department meet
with the homeowners to
set up times and dates for
the work to be completed.
Field Service Coordinator Kraig Manley said
the whole process is scientific and technical.
“I think we are perceived as window replacers,” he said. “We do more
than that.”
In reality, the Weatherization CARES team
ensures the safety of their
clients by running a series
of tests, including checking for propane leaks, insulation issues and even
carbon monoxide levels.
SEE WARM, PAGE 2
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Colton Oller sprays insulation into the attic of a home Thursday during a weatherization project . The project is a part of the Weatherization Assistance Program through the Kentucky
Association for Community Action in Bowling Green.
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Franklin senior Stefan Meadows, an advertising major and film minor, is president of WKU's
Film Club. "I still enjoy advertising, but film is definitely where my heart lies," he said.

M

By CHRIS RUTLEDGE

When Stefan Meadows followed a cute girl to
Film Club as a freshman, he
didn’t realize how much of
an impact it would have on

Student shares his love for ﬁlm with others
his mother at a young age,
watching movies every
weekend and almost every
day.
“I remember watching
all kinds of movies, even
some that I was probably
too young to be watching,”

the late Billy Wilder.
His all-time favorite
movie is Wong Kar-wai’s In
The Mood For Love, and he
also cites David Cronenberg
as one of his favorite directors.

WARM

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

After the survey, the results are
audited and the team meets with the
homeowners to work out a plan of
action.
Although windows are sometimes
replaced, Manley said he repairs everything that is necessary.
“The goal is to wrap the home and
keep it safe,” he said.
This can sometimes include fitting the home for new doors, locks
and other safety measures. With every house Weatherization CARES
fixes, functional smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors are installed,
Hunt said.
After the home is properly weatherized, homeowners can save from
around $400 to $600 a year from reduced energy costs, Hunt said.

CRIME REPORTS
Reports

■ Ian Bauer, McCormack Hall,
reported on Dec. 7 that his brown
armadillo-leather wallet with a
white skull embroidered on it, as
well as its contents, was stolen from
his dorm room. The estimated value
of the property is $50.
■ Heather Nicole Thomas, Bowling
Green, reported on Dec. 6 that her
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He said his favorite thing
about movies is the way
they can make people feel
something.
“Today, there’s almost
this apathetic generation,”
he said. “Everyone doesn’t
want to act like they feel
anything. I love how films
can make you think, and
also they can instill this
mass amount of emotion in
you.”
The fictional character
that he most identifies with
is Bill Murray’s character in
“Lost in Translation.”
“I’m not old by any
means, but I think everyone
can kind of relate with his
character and this kind of
helplessness and lost feeling in your life,” Meadows
said. “I feel like everyone,
no matter how old you are,
at some point can relate to
that.”
Meadows said that he

is for movie enthusiast

his life.
The Franklin senior is
now president of the Film
Club, minoring in film and
hoping to one day teach
movies professionally.
Meadows’ love for movies was instilled in him by

diversions@wkuherald.com

he said.
But it wasn’t until joining
the Film Club that Meadows
became interested in pursuing film as a possible career
choice.
“I’ve always had a passion for film, but I was trying to do the grownup thing
and do advertising,” he said.
“I was kind of scared and
wary of having a film minor, and then I just realized
it’s my passion and one way
or another I needed to do
something with it.”
Though Meadows is an
advertising major, he views
it as more of a safety net
should film not work out.
“I still enjoy advertising,
but film is definitely where
my heart lies,” he said.
Meadows said he used
to prefer new movies, but
since becoming a film minor
at WKU, he has come to appreciate older directors, like

CHOOSE FROM MEATY, SUPREMO OR PEPPERONI
pizzahut.com

Manley said all of these changes
take place within about two and a
half days, and for good reason.
Servicing 10 counties, the Weatherization CARES program fixed 301
homes last year. Hunt said they currently have more than 300 more applications waiting to be processed.
Both Hunt and Manley have noticed an increase in applicants lately,
most likely due to the economy’s
current state. They’ve also been able
to service more people because of
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act passed in 2009.
“More people are getting assistance now that have never asked for
it,” Hunt said.
Before the act was passed, CASOKY used funds from the Department of Energy and local utility
companies.
Charity Parrish, the Public Information Coordinator for CASOKY and

a former WKU student, said all the
branches of the organization focus on
the well being of a family as a whole.
“We look at the big picture and
the economic security for each family,” she said.
Oftentimes, if the Weatherization CARES team notices a need in
a home that is outside of their services, they refer the homeowner to
other services offered by CASOKY
including the food pantry and the
Head Start program.
Although Weatherization CARES
expects funds from American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to be
gone by March 31, 2012, they’ll continue to receive money from the Department of Energy and local donors.
Manly said his team will continue
to fix homes that need it.
“It increases comfort. It increases health,” he said. “It gives them
hope.”

red JanSport backpack containing
a set of car keys, six other keys and
an iPod Touch was stolen from the
information desk at Garrett Conference Center. The estimated value of
the theft of the property is $200.

Ford Tower on Dec. 7. Cate was then
charged with alcohol intoxication
in a public place and lodged in the
Warren County Regional Jail until
later that day.
■ Corey Boyd, Keen Hall, was arrested on Dec. 6 and charged with
failure to comply to an E-warrant
from Jefferson County. Boyd was
lodged in the Warren County Jail and
released the following day.

Arrests

■ Mason Layne Reed Hurley,
Barnes-Campbell Hall, physically
assaulted Nicholas William Cate,
Nashville, in Room 1111 of Pearce-
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feels like everyone should
take an analytical film class
at some point.
Louisville senior Laura
Bianco is in one of the same
film classes as Meadows
and shares his love of cin-

WE ACCEPT BIG RED BUCKS!
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ema.
Bianco said she came to
WKU because of the good
things she’d heard about the
broadcasting department,
and hopes to one day edit
movies or movie trailers.
Since Bianco’s been in
the broadcasting department, she has gained an
appreciation for the craft of
editing films.
Bianco said she looks to
movies mostly for entertainment but also for escape.
“I think it’s like that for a
lot of people,” she said.
Jarred Halcomb, vice
president of the Film Club,
joined because of a friendship he formed with Meadows in a film class.
Halcomb, a Central City
senior, said he enjoys discussing films with Meadows
because of the interesting
and analytical perspective
Meadows brings.
“Stefan is very passionate about films,” he said.
“He considers them very seriously, and has very strong
opinions about how films
should be made and experienced by an audience.”
Halcomb and Meadows
said they hope that Film
Club will continue to expand next semester.
“Film Club is a community for people who love
film to get together and keep
up with their interest in it —
to have an outlet for their
passions and to be around
people who enjoy them as
well,” he said.

WKU

2628 Scottsville Rd.
& 1162 W. 31 Bypass

Department of English

Congratulates

December 2012 Graduates
BA in English &
Allied Language Arts
Morgan Brent

MA in English
Kristin M. Eller
Christine G. Hubartt
Kyle M. Sanders

BA in English For
Secondary Teachers
Kasey J. Brown

BA in English
Endi Babi
Adam D. Bowman
Benjamin I. Brooks
Cortney R. Ellermann

Margaret I. Harris
Brooke A. Higgs
Sarah E. Morris

Spenser G. Sawyers
Ivan Shelburne
Andranik T. Ter-Grigoryan
Kassidy A. Vaught

Shane A. Wood
Ryan H. Wright
Anndora J. Wyatt
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Aguazul remembered
for her faith, friendship
By SPENCER JENKINS
news@wkuherald.com

When Glencoe junior Sarai Aguazul
passed away last week — four days before
her 21st birthday — in a head-on collision
car accident, she left a lasting legacy of love
through Christ and friendship.
Madisonville senior Brandi Cain, who
studied biology with Aguazul, remembers
her as someone who treated everybody the
same. Cain said Aguazul didn’t think low of
anyone, and she was a friend and classmate
people could always depend on.
“She had goals and ambitions like the
rest of us,” she said. “She wanted to graduate
from here and go to dental school.”
Cain said she was shocked when she
heard what happened to her friend of three
years and questioned what Aguazul could
have done to deserve it.
“I can’t think of a negative thing about
her,” she said. “Sometimes people leave
behind memories. I guess that’s our whole
goal in life — not to live forever but to leave
something behind that will.”
Aguazul’s discipleship mentor Sarah Edmundson, a part-time campus minister for
Campus Crusade for Christ, said Aguazul
was a shy woman who was just coming out
of her shell. She had goals of being a more
bold and outgoing person who was very involved in CRU, Edmunson said.
“(At) our first meeting for discipleship we
talked about assurance of salvation, and I’m
just thankful that I know she was saved and
she knew,” Edmunson said. “One of the big
things we talked about was being filled by the
Holy Spirit and having God in our life.”
Aguazul’s desire was to have every aspect
of her life surrendered to God and in his control, Edmundson said.
“She was eager to grow,” she said. “It’s
just so hard because she didn’t get to reach
her goals.”
Aguazul touched the lives of her room-

mate, Leitchfield sophomore Annie Langley,
and Leitchfield sophomore Natalie Cubbage,
who lived down the hall.
“She was just a blessing to be around,”
Langley said. “She really loved the Lord, and
you could tell through the way she lived.”
Along with being a part of CRU on the
Hill, they said she was a leader in her church’s
Tambourine Dance Praise Team.
“She was really excited about it, and
around Easter time she would get really
excited because they had a big event at her
church,” Langley said.
Cubbage met Aguazul through Langley
and quickly became friends.
“We would go out a lot,
and we would also work
out together and watch a
lot of TV and movies together,” she said.
The two girls are sending sympathy cards to
express their condolences
to Aguazul’s family, who
couldn’t be reached for
AGUAZUL
this story. Aguazul understood that everybody had issues, and she
was always there to pray for everyone, they
said.
Langley said every Wednesday, they’d
watch American Horror Story at 9 p.m. and
then again at 10 p.m. — one of her fondest
memories of Aguazul.
“I never dreamed that I would get a call
that she was gone,” she said. “You take people for granted.”
The girls said their Bible study group has
been supportive of them, although the group
is heartbroken as well.
Edmundson remembers the last time she
saw Aguazul, before Thanksgiving break.
“When I dropped her off on Wednesday
at her dorm and I was telling her to have a
good break, she just reached across the seat
and gave me the biggest hug,” she said with
tears in her eyes. “It was very special.”

WKU ﬁnding new ways to
interact with students
By LINDSEY KRIZ
diversions@wkuherald.com

As social networking gained popularity
among WKU students and beyond, one staff
member decided that it was time to bring the
Hill into the cyber world of Twitter.
Corie Martin, manager of creative web
services and content web master of public
affairs, is the face behind the @WKU Twitter account, which is a more personalized
account than the @WKUNEWS account.
“It was my idea to do it,” Martin said.
“I did the WKU admissions account for a
few years, and I talked to students there. I
wanted to be social.”
Martin said she wants to use the account
as a media tool in a social way, like public
relations.
“It’s kind of fun,” she said.
Martin said that she will look through
hashtags and mentions that the @WKU account gets, reply to any questions, or say
congratulations to any students who get
their acceptance letter to the university.
The account has been in existence for
six months after Martin had to contact Twitter because a German company that never
tweeted was already using the @WKU
name.
“The best way to get Twitter’s attention
is to say that someone is infringing on your
trademark,” she said.
Martin said she didn’t need special permission to open the page, and that President Gary Ransdell knows all about it.
“He uses (@WKU symbol) sometimes,”
she said. “He thinks it’s cool. We are so fortunate that we have support.”
One of the funny parts about using the
account, Martin said, is that oftentimes students will mention or hashtag about WKU
in a negative way, and they think that the
page owner doesn’t see it.
But Martin said that’s just not true, and
that often times she’ll reply, asking what
the student needs, or she will refer them to
someone who can help.

“We have personal contact with the
students — direct communication,” she
said. “Some need help in class, and I very
frequently help students who need it.”
Martin said one day that she saw someone tweet about tripping over a loose brick
that was by Guthrie Tower.
She then contacted university maintenance and the issue was fixed in a few hours.
“It’s a well-connected campus,” she said.
“Students know that we’re listening.”
Partners of the university are listening to
@WKU as well.
Jeremy Rex, or @J_rex on Twitter, is the
regional director of Omni Update, which is
the web content management system that
WKU’s websites uses. Rex said he sees the
account on his Twitter feed every once in a
while, and he likes what he sees.
“They’re trying to get more engaged
with potential students,” he said. “And
they’re trying to show what the students
are doing. It’s not just an account that
says, ‘Come check this out.’ They’re actually writing back and forth with students.”
One of those students, Hopkinsville junior Luke Jean, said he gets responses from
the Twitter account every so often.
“It’s definitely a fast way to share different views about campus,” he said. “It helps
me stay in tune (with WKU).”
Jean said he gets a lot of his information about the Student Government Association from the @WKU account, and
said he wouldn’t know about a potential
Downing University Center name change
if he hadn’t been following the account.
Stacey Biggs, who is the chief marketing
officer of public affairs at WKU, works with
Martin.
She said they’re seeing more and more
people begin to use Twitter around campus, including the WKU Study Abroad
program.
“I think this year more than ever before, people are trying Twitter,” Biggs
said. “Students’ engagement is higher
than ever before.”

Old Bowling Green Jr. High
converting into apartments
By MICHAEL MCKAY
news@wkuherald.com

Bowling Green Capital, LLC announced
plans last month for converting the former
Bowling Green Junior High School building into apartments. The property is located
at 1141 Center St.
The groundbreaking ceremony for the
property, Columns, was held in November.
Construction will be handled in three
phases, with 170-200 units that will be completed in May.
The property will offer one-, two- and
three-bedroom apartments.
A model apartment will be ready and
open in February, along with a leasing office.

Lead Developer Allen Schubert said the
school buildings offer many opportunities
for development.
“There are spaces that you’ll get in this
type of building that you’ll never get in
these types of apartments,” Schubert said.
“It is unique.”
Schubert said the group plans to incorporate the feeling of the former school by
having exposed bricks in some of the apartments and black boards installed in others.
He said the units will have other amenities not usually offered in student housings,
such as hardwood floors and high ceilings.
“Units will be much larger than anything else available for students in Bowling
Green,” he said. “We want to be ‘the place’
to live.”
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OTTOMS

TOPS to Christmas and
New Year's parties.

BOTTOMS to cold
weather that
doesn't involve snow.

TOPS to the football
team being recognized
by national media.

COLUMN

Goodbye, scribbled words
Throughout the semester I’ve shared
many of my own life experiences (some of
which I’m not sure I should have put in print,
but I did anyways). Whether I wrote about
boozing and partying, Greek life or how the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina still plagues
New Orleans, I hope I reached out to as many
of my college peers as possible.
Yes, this is my last column of the semester because I’m stepping down as the opinion
editor of the Herald to write the police beat
on the news side of the paper. So be careful;
if you’re arrested by WKUPD I’ll be writing
your name up on page two!
Anyway, I hope those of you who read
my column every Friday could relate in some
way or another.
Now that I look back on my writing, I
realize I wrote a lot about drinking, but hey,
we’re college students right? Many of you
probably had a laugh at my not-so-finest
hours because I’m sure you’ve drunk yourself silly having the time of your life.
This semester has given my time to reflect on my many life experiences, and shar-

ing them with you has been an honor and a
privilege. It’s not every day that someone
can share with an entire community their
thoughts, opinions, feelings and life experiences. But I had
the opportunity
for sharing my
life with you, and
I took full advantage of it.
I am not above
any one of you. I
just so happened
SPENCER JENKINS
to have had a colScribbled Words
opinion@wkuherald.com
umn where I usually asked for a
call to action, and
I hope you’ve learned some lessons from
my experiences.
Remember: don’t drink and drive. It’s
dumb. Also, it’s okay to break down. You’re
human. And don’t take things for granted,
because you never know when those things
will be taken away from you.
Anything can happen. And not just nega-

BOTTOMS to only
being the only winning team to not earn
a bowl bid.

tive things.
I’m a firm believer in the philosophy that
if you have enough drive to complete something then nothing can stop you. We’re all
college students with our whole lives ahead
of us full of massive potential.
Although we do need to be thinking
somewhat about future jobs and whatnot,
have fun! Laugh out loud, get into trouble,
and have the time of your life with friends
you’ll never forget and always love.
Sometimes I think people take themselves too seriously, and sometimes I can be
one of those people. But recently someone
told me to just go with the flow and play
things by ear, because making plans doesn’t
always work out, which I’m sure all of you
know.
So here is my last call to action to you:
as cliché as it may sound, live your life to
the fullest and have fun. Laughter is the best
medicine…oh, and don’t make plans because God just laughs.
Thanks for letting me share my life with
you this semester. Good luck!

TOPS to December and
the end of the semester.
BOTTOMS to the
stresses of finals
week.

have an
opinion?
Write a letter to the editor
(250 words or less) or a
commentary (500 words
and a photo). Email them to
opinion@wkuherald.com.

COMMENTARY

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

SGA takes steps to
improve campus life

Response to Daniel
Dunston's commentary

The Student Government AssociaLife to host a
tion is closing the books on this semesThanksgiving
ter, but the student body had a few vicDinner in Pearcetories that are worth mentioning.
Ford Tower and
Branch members debuted new sigthe Student Sennature services like Hilltoppers Vote,
ate is sponsoring
Student Teach Abroad scholarships and
extended library
WKU OffCampus.
hours
during
In November, SGA gave away TFinals Week at
shirts to raise awareness about the
WKU Libraries.
KENDRICK BRYAN
Kentucky general election. Students
Next semester,
WKU Student Body
could bring in their “I voted” stickers
branch members
Vice President
to the SGA office and receive the rare
hope to continue
shirts.
library development efforts as well as
SGA also partnered with WKU Ath- finalize a plan to introduce a safe ride
letics and the Campus Activities Board program in 2012. SGA and Parking &
to sponsor a number of events. SGA Transportation suspended the Providegave away an Apple TV at a recent A-Ride program earlier this academic
volleyball match, and the organization year.
also helped sponsor tailgating activiBranch members will also continue
ties during the regular season.
to lobby in Frankfort for higher educaLibrary development was also an is- tion.
sue branch members championed. SGA
SGA may be located in the Garrett
donated two iPads to the Educational Conference Center next semester, but
Resources Center, a video camera to branch members will continue to adthe Technology Resource Center and dress campus concerns.
test prep books to WKU Libraries.
The student body also benefited This commentary doesn't necessarily
from other SGA partnerships. The SGA represent the views of the Herald or
partnered with Housing & Residence the university.

I would like to respond to Daniel
Dunston’s well written and thoughtful commentary of 12/2/11.
I cannot speak to whether or not
the length requirement for his particular assignment was a fair one or
not.
However, I have length requirements for my papers for a particular set of reasons. The first of which
is that I know what the minimum
amount of material a very skilled
writer needs to provide me sufficient
content, analysis and evidence. I actually tell less skilled writers that
they may need to write more to be
successful. I’ve been doing this a
long time.
These are not arbitrary numbers.
Most students appreciate a length requirement. I have heard complaints
about professors who give instructions like, “You need to write enough
to be successful.”
Although I understand these professors’ intent, many students want
more concrete instructions.
Second, I am not grading on
length alone. A very long paper can
still be crap. I look at good develop-

ment of content, serious analysis by
the student of the issue, good grammar, style, flow, and punctuation and
appropriate use and citation of academic sources to support the points
that they are making. I expect most
other professors do the same thing.
It may be that as professors we
are not doing a good enough job
of explaining to our students how
we assess their papers. We should
be making every effort to make our
grading policies clear. One the other side, I have students I have been
begging to come and see me for help
since the beginning of the semester
who simply will not come to the office for help.
If you don’t know what your professors want, please ask! Most of us
will be delighted to see you during
our all-too-often empty office hours
or make an appointment for another
time that works for you.
There’s still a week you can do
that!
Elizabeth Winkler
Associate Professor of
Linguistics
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...for g
goodness sake!

from the hill
@kyleeaton: I wish WKU would send
me 15 emails an hour... Oh wait. #theydo
-sent Wednesday 12/7

@CoryDodds: Santa Claus is walking
around the Hill giving out candy canes.
#awesome #wku -sent Wednesday 12/7
@_He8MyTweets_: Shout out to
#WKU yall made yahoo news, its ok you
guys didn't make a bowl game but don't be
bitter about it. -sent Wednesday 12/7
@RossBjorkAD: @CoachTaggart is
a leader of young men & built our program the right way-Work is not complete
but this commitment to staff will propel
#WKU -sent Wednesday 12/7
@RossBjorkAD: We are thrilled to be
able to add resources to our FB program
as we grow forward. We are asking the
#WKU community to join us in the quest..
-sent Wednesday 12/7

@sworthington18: Glad WKU stepped
up to keep Coach Taggart! Well deserved
and WKU fans don't want him going anywhere! -sent Wednesday 12/7
@thatPILLOWkid: Loves how Coach
Taggart will be making more than the preident of WKU next year.#moneywellspent
#hilltoppernation -sent Wednesday 12/7
@j_brandenburg22: So if #WKU wins
8 games in 2012, Willie Taggart's BASE
salary goes from $475,000 to $546,250.
Impressed by the commitment for sure.
-sent Wednesday 12/7

@montanotweets: I'd love to see WKU
in C-USA Maybe then people n Bowling
Green will actually cheer for the Tops instead of waiting 4 UK basketball season

ACROSS
1 __ for a king; regal
4 Fragment
9 Schnoz
13 Tax-deferred accts.
15 Vestige
16 Wicked
17 Run off quickly
18 Car for Unser
19 Mountaintop
20 Poverty
22 Weapons
23 Gather leaves
24 Sick
26 Whole
29 Greek god of the sea
34 Bedspread
35 Yuletide visitor
36 Cold cubes
37 Encourage
38 Michelin products
39 One-dish meal
40 Bit of sooty residue
41 Trousers
42 Deadly
43 Feeling of sluggishness
45 Arson or theft
46 Goof
47 Beef or pork
48 Ambience
51 Coming into view
56 Decorative nail
57 Pace & canter
58 Tidy
60 Hardy cabbage
61 Group of eight
62 Roof edge
63 Get rid of
64 Approaches
65 Writing instrument
DOWN
1 White lie
2 Press, as clothes
3 Saga
4 Bowler's delight
5 Wading bird
6 Run quickly
7 High cards
8 Keeps at it
9 Kathmandu resident
10 Finished
11 Thailand, once
12 BPOE members

THE
TH
HE Daily
Daiily Commuter
Commuter Puzzle
Puz

14 Germfree
21 Game piece thrown at a
bull's-eye
25 Grassy area
26 Of the same value
27 Hospital patient's cry
28 Not loose
29 Fiesta
30 Singles
31 Word of agreement

32
33
35
38
39
41
42
44
45
47

5

by Jacqueline E. Mathews

Pacific or Arctic
Recently
Warble
Spice rack jar
Cracker
Golf hole average
Apprehension
Chaired, as a committee
Banquets
Coin machine by a park-

ing space
48 Requests
49 "The Beehive State"
50 Bylaw
52 __ oneself; work steadily
53 Pocket bread
54 __ tide
55 Donated
59 Bill with Alexander Hamilton's face

Have
or

suggestions

ideas
for the
fun
page?

Tuesday's Crossword Solution

-sent Tuesday 12/6

E-mail us at
editor@wkuherald.com

Be sure to pick up
email your events to editor@wkuherald.com

Friday, 12/9
Along Came a Dragon, 4 p.m., Lab Theatre in Gordon
Wilson Hall
Concert: Symphony's Holiday Pops Featuring WKU
Choral Groups, 8 p.m., Van Meter

Saturday, 12/10

wkuherald.com

COLLEGE HEIGHTS
HERALD CLASSIFIEDS
advertising@wkuherald.com
Classiﬁed Manager: Alice Weber

FOR RENT

Android App

Efﬁciency apartment for rent,
private entrance, only one block
from campus. $395.00 per mo.
with deposit, utilities included.
904-3501

HELP WANTED
Part-Time Computer Tech.
Year round in law ofﬁce.
Send resume and transcript to:
607 E 10th Avenue.
Bowling Green, KY 42102

iPhone App
Horseback riding with older
trained horses in exchange
for light barn work in Smiths
Grove. Call 270-563-4247

Have Something
For Sale or
For Rent?
Call 270-745-2653

Scan these QR
codes with your
smartphone
barcode reader!

Note to Readers: The College Heights
Herald screens ads for misleading or false
claims but cannot guarantee any ad or
claim. Please use caution when answering
ads, especially when asked to send money
or provide credit card information. The
College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid
classiﬁed ads.

Quiltmaking Demonstrations and Presentations,
9:30 a.m., Kentucky Building
Dance Images Christmas Recital, 2 p.m., Van Meter
Along Came a Dragon, 1 p.m. and 3 p.m., Lab Theatre
in Gordon Wilson Hall

on stands Dec. 12

for a chance to win a

NEW Samsung
Conquer 4G handset
Dec. 14

Sunday, 12/11

Planetarium Show: The Star of Bethlehem, 7 p.m.,
Hardin Planetarium
Women's Basketball vs. Florida International, 2 p.m.,
Diddle Arena

Monday, 12/12
Final Exams Begin

Tuesday, 12/13
Planetarium Show: The Star of Bethlehem, 7 p.m.,
Hardin Planetarium

Wednesday, 12/14
Holiday Fair Trading Post featuring Fair Trade and local
crafts, food, and gifts, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., DUC third floor
Student Recital: Performers of the Semester, 1 p.m.,
Fine Arts Center recital hall
Physics and Astronomy Public Activity Evening,
7 p.m., Thompson Complex
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Thursday, 12/15
International Graduation Reception, 5 p.m., Kentucky Building
Planetarium Show: The Star of Bethlehem, 7 p.m.,
Hardin Planetarium

Friday, 12/16
Final Exams End
Board of Regents Committee Meetings, 1 p.m., Martin
Regents Room
Graduate Commencement Ceremony, 5:30 p.m., Diddle Arena
Army ROTC Commissioning, 6 p.m., Mass Media
Auditorium
Outstanding Black Graduates Recognition Ceremony,
7 p.m., DUC Auditorium

Sponsored by:
760 Campbell Ln.
Suite 105

6

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

DECEMBER 9, 2011

We’ve Moved!

University Textbook
and Supply
102 Bookstore Way
(Look for the BIG RED building
behind our old location)

270-783-0687
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New SGA website matches university page
DECEMBER 9, 2011

By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@wkuherald.com

A new Student Government
Association website that went
live on Wednesday has all the
same information as its predecessor but a new look that
matches WKU’s website.
Cory Dodds, SGA’s director of information technology,
said that when the university
switched to the new website
in the spring, all academic departments and colleges across

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

WKU’s campus were mandated
to change their websites to use
the same system.
“Because we are part of the
Student Activities Office, that
mandate also applies to us,”
Dodds said.
Unlike with the off-campus
housing website SGA launched
earlier this semester, Dodds
didn’t have control over the
change. He said it was up to the
Information Technology department to officially make the
change to the new website.

HORSES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Born and raised in Long Island,
N.Y, Thurman, like many young
girls, grew up wanting a horse.
She took riding lessons in New
York and worked on a farm in California after moving there with her
family, but it wasn’t until she came
to Kentucky in 1974 that Thurman
bought her first horse and farm.
“I had this ridiculous idea that I
could actually make money doing
something with horses,” she said.
For several years, Thurman gave
riding lessons and ran a camp for
kids during the summer. In 1990, a
man who offered to pay her to take
care of his racehorses — 50 of them
— approached her.
Thurman suddenly had 72 horses
on her farm.
“For a year and a half, that’s what
I did,” she said. “Sun up ‘til sunset
I took care of his horses. But it was
great. I didn’t have to work a job outside the home for once in my life.”
After the man went broke and
had to sell those horses, Thurman
was forced to pick up extra work in
order to pay the bills. For six years
she worked 22 hours a day, juggling shifts as a parking technician
at WKU and a waitress at Cracker
Barrel along with her duties on the
farm.
That was when Thurman decided
to “take a deep breath” and figure
out what she really wanted to do.
“As much as I love the horses,
I’m not really wild about the people,” Thurman said. “I’d rather not
work with people. So I thought, you
know what, I’ll open a rescue. I’ll

SGA also had to wait for the
IT department to get the new
server ready before starting
work on it, Dodds said.
Kendrick Bryan, the SGA
Executive Vice President, said
after the university told SGA it
would need to change its website, Dodds went through training before creating it. Bryan is
helping Dodds with making the
campus events calendar for the
website.
When the calendar is up on
the website, it will have events

take a couple skinny horses, I’ll
feed them, and it’ll be easy. And if
you’ve ever heard the expression
‘Life is what happens when you’re
making plans…’”
In 2005, after about a year and
a half of application processes, the
Rainhill Equine Facility acquired
non-profit status from the government. And all of sudden, Thurman
started getting phone calls about
blind horses.
Every single one of Thurman’s
57 horses has a name, she said, and
they all do “amazing things.”
Thurman said she feeds the
horses twice a day —100 pounds
of grain in the morning and 100
pounds at night. Between food, repairs on the farm and medical care
for the horses, Thurman said money
can get pretty tight.
“I just do the best I can,” she
said.
Most recently, the WKU radio
station Revolution 91.7 donated the
profits from RevFest, their second
battle of the bands event, to the
Rainhill Equine Facility.
“We felt that Rainhill was something different than what we’ve
ever done before and different from
what a lot of other organizations
on campus were supporting,” said
Stacie Hewitt, program director at
Revolution 91.7.
Revolution 91.7 is having another event in the spring that will also
benefit the Rainhill Equine Facility.
Thurman said she never sells or
tries to find homes for her horses.
“When these horses get to Rainhill, they’ve been through it all,”
Thurman said. “There is nobody
else who wants them. So, when they
finally get there, they get to live out

such as financial aid, housing
and registration deadlines, as
well as Black History month
speakers and Relay for Life,
Bryan said.
Stephanie Scott, the office
coordinator for Student Activities and Organizations, had access to the website and oversaw
it while Dodds was working on
it.
Scott said she is the main coordinator for the website, and
that after the university created
its new standardized website,

the rest of their lives here.”
When one of her horses needs
medical attention, Thurman calls
her veterinarian, Eddy Grimes, who
works at the Southcentral Veterinary Service in Bowling Green.
Grimes said working with Thurman’s horses has been his first experience with blind horses. The
biggest challenge he deals with is
possibly startling the animals.
“Horses already have more of a
flight response than other species
we run into, so the fact that they are
blind makes that more difficult,”
he said. “You have to talk to them
and let them know that you’re there,
and sometimes you have to let them
come to you.”
Grimes said what Thurman is doing is a huge benefit to owners because it gives them another option
once their horse gets sick or goes
blind.
“For those owners that don’t
want to euthanize an animal, they
have the option to let the horse live
out the rest of their years instead of
something less favorable,” he said.
One of the biggest problems
Thurman sees facing horses today
is slaughter.
Thurman said she knows she
can’t save all the horses, but she
does what she can.
“Against all odds, these horses
have come from places like killer
pens in Maryland,” she said, beginning to cry. “How does a horse
come from a killer pen in Maryland
to my house? How did that happen?
How does he meet the right people
that do that? So my thought is, ‘You
must have done something phenomenal that God let you come to live at
my house.’ It’s amazing.”

WKU provided the template.
“We just had to make it happen,” Scott said.
SGA didn’t have to take
money out of its budget to make
the new website, and Scott said
that there was no cost at all in
creating it.
The new design is almost
identical to WKU’s homepage, aside from having different content. The layout is
the same, but rather than saying “WKU” at the top, it says
“SGA.”

BUDGET
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Ann Mead, vice president for Finance and
Administration, said now that budget recommendations have been submitted to Gov. Steve
Beshear, WKU is in a “waiting game” to see
what he recommends.
For WKU, the budget recommendation includes three main points, Mead said.
First, the university is recommending
$3,299,400 be allocated to management and
operation of facilities in the first year.
Mead said this would mean money going to
new buildings put on campus between the years
of 2008 and 2013, including Ransdell Hall,
Health Services, the addition on the Preston
Center and the new music hall.
Secondly,
WKU
is
recommending
$1,202,500 be used for college readiness, also
known as Senate Bill 1.
Finally, part of the second-year operating
request is for $2.54 million to be applied to
student investment, also known as performance
funding.
A portion of this money may be awarded to
the university based on the CPE’s assessment
of graduation rates, retention rates, and other
measures of performance.
President Gary Ransdell said within the budget, WKU's No. 1 priority is to stop cuts.
“We’ve had over $10 million cut out of our
budget since 2008 in state funding, so our first
priority is to stop the bleeding that has occurred
for the last four years,” he said.
Ransdell said the second priority will be to
get new, increased operating support, and the
third priority will be to get some capital projects funded.
“It’s been four years since the state has
funded new capital construction,” Ransdell
said. “In that regard the first priority is the renovation of the Thomson Complex Central Wing
and planetarium, and second is the new College
of Business building.”

Check Facebook and
Twitter this week to see
if you’re a winner!
College Heights Herald

@wkuherald
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SNUB
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

The New Orleans Bowl
has first pick, but must take
the Sun Belt champion at
least two of every four years.
In years it doesn’t choose the
league champ, the GoDaddy.
com Bowl must.
However, the league’s
teams and tie-in bowls
jumping the gun on this
year’s bowl invitations
could’ve caused WKU to
get left out in a hypothetical first-place tie scenario.
Arkansas State was of-

RAINEY
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Jackson recorded 109
tackles in his first year
as a starter, ranking second in the league only
to Troy defensive back
Brynden Trawick’s 123.
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fered a spot in the GoDaddy.com Bowl on Nov. 19
— the day the Red Wolves
clinched at least a share of
the Sun Belt title.
This deal was done
when WKU was 6-1 in the
Sun Belt with one game to
play, and Arkansas State
was 7-0 with one league
game remaining.
The Toppers won their
finale, so if the Red Wolves
lost theirs, the teams
would’ve split the league
crown with identical 7-1
records.
But the Toppers still
wouldn’t have been ac-

commodated for a Sun
Belt bowl, because thirdplace Louisiana-Lafayette
accepted a New Orleans
Bowl bid on Nov. 21, almost two weeks before the
season’s end.
Therefore, the two
bowls that could’ve taken a
potential league champion
like WKU were already
filled.
Sun Belt teams need to
sit down and discuss dates
of when bowl bids can be
accepted, something Athletics Director Ross Bjork
has said he’d like to see.
The Sun Belt was in a

bad position this year because its bowl tie-ins were
spoken for with two weeks
of games left to play.
The league doesn’t
break ties, so had Arkansas State and WKU tied for
first, only one of the two
would’ve been accommodated.
The league could solve
that problem by simply
breaking a tie to the winner
of a regular season head-tohead matchup. Then there
would be no disputing the
champion.
WKU would’ve had an
extremely legitimate com-

plaint had it finished in a
first-place tie and not been
given a bid to a Sun Belt
bowl.
The conference needs to
work harder with the bowls
to develop a situation
where at least the top two
teams are accommodated.
Right now, it’s not a
mathematical system. In
this day and age where
the national championship
game is partially determined by mathematical figures and standings, it only
makes sense for other bowl
games to adopt the same
philosophy.

But much of this weight
falls on Sun Belt teams to
start winning more nonconference games, so more
bowl tie-ins can be created.
With just two tie-ins, the
Sun Belt doesn’t have much
leverage when it comes to
bowls. The only way for
that to change is to get more
teams bowl eligible every
year so the league has more
clout when bowl tie-ins are
re-drawn in 2013.
There are plenty of
things that need to change
if teams like WKU don’t
want the stress they experienced last Sunday.

He also tallied 17 tackles
for loss, including 3.5
sacks, intercepted a pass
and forced a fumble.
Junior tight end Jack
Doyle, junior right guard
Adam Smith, senior cornerback Derrius Brooks
and junior defensive end
Quanterus Smith repre-

sented WKU on the AllSun Belt second team.
Doyle caught 52 passes for 614 yards in 2011
— team highs in both
categories.
Adam Smith started
all 12 games for the Toppers, helping the team
lead the Sun Belt in rush-

ing yardage.
Brooks
intercepted
four passes, made 48
tackles and forced a
fumble.
And Quanterus Smith
had a team-high 6.5
sacks to go along with
his 38 tackles, 11 of
which came for loss.

Senior defensive ends
Bo Adebayo and Jared
Clendenin were named
All-Sun Belt Honorable
Mentions.
Adebayo recorded 31
tackles, including 8.5 for
loss, and four sacks.
Meanwhile
Clendenin, the team’s defen-

sive captain, made 37
tackles, nine of which
came for a loss and recorded 3.5 sacks in just
nine games.
The Toppers’ nine allSun Belt selections were
a high for the program
since joining the league
as a full member in 2009.

TAGGART
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Athletics Director Ross Bjork said Taggart’s new deal was “much deserved” in an
athletic department release on Wednesday.
But Minter on Thursday afternoon said
she had received emails from at least 50 faculty members who felt differently.
She said faculty was upset that Taggart
was getting a 111 percent base salary increase while staff and faculty raises in recent
years have been sparse.
“The state is funding us based on retention and graduation rates,” Minter said.
“Who does that? This is the work of the faculty and the support staff.
“We’re delighted that athletics is an important part of our extracurricular activity
here at WKU. But ‘extracurricular’ is really
the key word.”
Taggart led the Toppers to a 7-5 record
this season and a second-place finish in the
Sun Belt Conference.
It was the WKU’s first winning season
since becoming a full Football Bowl Subdivision member in 2009.
The Toppers also played eight televised
games, which Senior Associate Athletics
Director Todd Stewart said were “essentially eight three-hour commercials” for the
school.
“Many people learn about universities
through athletics,” Stewart said. “And we
take that responsibility very seriously.
Taggart’s $225,000 salary in 2011

ranked 108th highest out of the 110 FBS
head coaches whose salaries were reported
by USA Today.
His new $475,000 base salary would
rank as the 85th-highest of the coaches’
salaries listed in the report.
Stewart said the athletic department understood faculty frustrations but added that
all salaries paid to coaches come from the
athletic department budget.
“If the money wasn’t spent on salaries, it
would be spent on something else in athletics,” Stewart said. “So it’s not money that’s
being taken from any other group on campus.”
Per WKU protocol, the contract will be
presented to the Executive Committee of
the Board of Regents for review on Dec. 16,
followed by submission to the full board for
approval at its meeting on Jan. 20, 2012.
Staff Regent James Kennedy said on
Thursday he doesn’t see any reason why
Taggart’s deal wouldn’t be passed by the
Regents.
“At the end of the day, I see this as WKU
investing in its future, protecting an asset
and keeping the ball rolling with a positive
football program,” Kennedy said.
Meanwhile Minter said she’d like to see
Taggart’s contract modified to “something
that’s not insulting to the other employees”
before the full Board votes in January.
“People feel that we have been utterly
and totally treated as the least important
part of this university,” Minter said, “when
in fact this is the most important part of the
university.”
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Lady Toppers look back
on historic 2011 campaign

CHRISTIAN RANDOLPH/HERALD

Head Coach Travis Hudson and the WKU volleyball team return every player except for Lindsay Williams and Tiffany Elmore, who are lost to graduation.

By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@wkuherald.com

An early exit from the NCAA Tournament
hasn’t changed Head Coach Travis Hudson’s
thoughts on a historic season for the WKU
volleyball program.
“My disappointment just comes from not
being in the gym with them every day at this
point,” he said. “You can’t always control
outcomes, but you can control how you go
about your business and how you represent
yourself and your school.
“I really enjoyed coaching this team, and
it was probably the easiest group to work
with that I’ve had in 17 years.”
Hudson has a lot to celebrate.
The Lady Toppers recorded 31 wins this
season, won the Sun Belt Conference regular-season and tournament titles and were
ranked in the Top 25 in the American Volleyball Coaches Association poll for the first
time in school history, rising as high as No.
24 in the country.
Several Lady Toppers were recognized
regionally and nationally throughout the season as well.
Five Lady Toppers were elected to the
all-Sun Belt First and Second teams, junior
outside hitter Jordyn Skinner was named Sun
Belt Player of the Year, sophomore defensive
specialist Ashley Potts was awarded Sun
Belt Defensive Player of the Year, and Skinner and sophomore setter Melanie Stutsman
were elected to the AVCA All-South region
first-team.
Senior middle hitter Lindsay Williams
said the team’s success was due to strong
unity between the Lady Toppers.
“All of us just meshed so well,” she said.
“It was so different than all of the other teams
I’ve been on here because we felt like we
were a special team. It wasn’t people telling
us we were special. We could all just sort of
feel it.”
Williams, along with senior middle hit-

GORDON

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

He showed that tenacity on Wednesday with a play in the second half where
he stole the ball near the sideline, took it
coast-to-coast and converted a tough layup
in which he had to adjust his body to get
around the defender.
He said that play was indicative of a
new approach that he took into Wednesday
night’s game.
“Coaches just want me to be more aggressive, and the past couple games I
haven’t been real aggressive,” he said. “I
really showed it tonight — attacking the
glass, getting my teammates involved.
When I was doing that, it opened up a lot
from my teammates.”
It hasn’t been all smooth sailing for
Gordon, though.
With 39 total turnovers, his 3.9 turn-

EFFORT

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

It will be the Lady Toppers’ third
game in five days, and one Cowles said
will be a far cry from Wednesday’s debacle.
“We don’t have much time,” Cowles
said, “but I promise you the effort will
be different on Friday night at seven.”
ISU is 4-4, coming off a 66-56 loss to
Illinois on Monday.
The Redbirds are led by guard Katie
Broadway and her 15.8 points per game
average.
ISU has also gotten contributions
from guards Candace Sykes (7.9 ppg
and 6.6 rebounds per game) and Jamie
Russell (10.8 ppg and 4.4 assists per
game).
“Illinois State is shooting lights-out
right now with three kids that really
know how to light it up,” Cowles said.
“This team knows what they’re doing.
It’s going to be a great atmosphere.”
After playing ISU, WKU will come
back to Diddle Arena for its Sun Belt
Conference opener against Florida International at 2 p.m. on Sunday.

ter Tiffany Elmore, played her last match
for WKU in Champaign, Ill., in the NCAA
Tournament.
Williams said she has no regrets about her
decision to come to WKU after high school.
“Coming to Western was the best choice
for me because they put an emphasis on family,” she said. “We all wanted to win, but it
was nice just being on a team where everybody is so close.”
The list of accomplishments by the two
seniors in their time at WKU includes over
100 total wins, three NCAA Tournament appearances and a sweep of the Sun Belt this
season.
Hudson said they can leave the team
knowing they’ve left their mark on the program.
“I can’t imagine that kids could want
more out of their careers than those two got
— and they can walk away with their heads
held high,” he said.
The departure of the two middle hitters
leaves a hole in the starting lineup next season. Freshman middle hitter Heather Boyan,
who saw some playing time this season, expects to be pick up some of their minutes next
season.
“Since they’re leaving, I expect to have a
bigger role on the team and to hopefully take
over what they started as middles,” Boyan
said. “They taught me a lot this year, so that
should help.”
Boyan and the returning Lady Toppers
will be helped by an incoming class of three
recruits who should see time on the court
next season.
Hudson said he hopes teams at WKU in
the future can learn from the example set by
the Lady Toppers this season.
“This is the most special team we’ve had
in terms of intangibles, in terms of togetherness and in terms of character, and that’s
what allowed us to achieve at a level that
hasn’t been seen here,” he said. “I hope that’s
a real learning point for our teams moving
forward.”
overs per game average is tops on the team
by more than a turnover per game. He had
five on Wednesday night alone.
“I’ve got to limit the turnovers,” he
said. “Everything else was good (Wednesday), but I had some key turnovers at the
beginning of the game, and in the second
half some crucial turnovers. But I’ll limit
them as the season goes on.”
That’s natural for a freshman, and Head
Coach Ken McDonald has stressed time
and again that Gordon is only going to get
better.
His efforts, especially on the defensive
end, caught McDonald’s eye Wednesday
night, particularly Gordon’s ability to win
loose balls.
“We’ve got physical guards, and that’s
one thing that Derrick is really, really
big-time at,” McDonald told the Bowling
Green Daily News following the game.
“He’s just a big, physical guard, and for a
freshman he’s very aggressive.”
The Golden Panthers were picked in
the preseason by league coaches to finish
second in the Sun Belt’s East Division,
one spot ahead of the Lady Toppers.
FIU is 5-3 this season, led by guard
Jerica Coley and her 23.8 ppg average.
Senior forward Keshia Mosley said
the WKU team was excited to begin conference play against the Golden Panthers.
“We’ve got to look at that game as us
being 0-0 in conference,” Mosley said.
“We need to play like we did on Monday
(in a 69-54 win over Louisiana Tech).”
The FIU game will be the fourth in
seven days for the Lady Toppers, capping off one of their busiest stretches of
the year.
So far it’s been an up-and-down
stretch for WKU, which notched its best
win of the year on Monday, then followed by dropping what Cowles called
the team’s most embarrassing game of
the season on Wednesday.
She said her team must learn from the
TTU loss and be ready for a tough game
on Friday against the Redbirds.
“We’ve got to understand how bad we
were, and we’ve got to do differently,”
Cowles said, “because Illinois State is a
very, very good basketball team.”

Congrats
Student Publications’
Graduating
Seniors!
Miller Asbury
Robert Martin
Alexis
Gonzalez-Lopez
Tabitha
Waggoner
Alex Duke
Jackelyn Mead
Shane Wood

For coverage of the men's
basketball game Saturday
against IUPUI, check out
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Cowles promises
better effort
against ISU

Freshman Gordon
showing versatility

By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@wkuherald.com

Head Coach Mary Taylor Cowles didn’t hold anything back when she sat down for her postgame radio
interview Wednesday night.
Cowles had just seen her WKU team lose 69-59 to
Tennessee Tech in a game that wasn’t as close as its
final score.
The Lady Toppers (2-7) turned it over 24 times,
gave up 30 points to Golden Eagles guard Tacarra
Hayes and scored just six points in the first 12 minutes of the second half.
It was a performance that caused the 10th-year
WKU head coach to compare her team to “scared babies.”
“Tonight’s the first time I’ve been embarrassed
with this basketball team this year,” Cowles told
WKU’s Big Red Radio Network on Wednesday. “We
had no effort tonight. This was an embarrassing night
for our women’s basketball program.”
The Lady Toppers didn’t get much of a chance to
reflect upon what went wrong against TTU.
Instead, WKU is going right back on the road,
taking on Illinois State tonight at 7 p.m. in Redbird
Arena.
SEE EFFORT, PAGE 9

COLUMN

WKU’s bowl snub
highlights much
needed changes
WKU fans were confused, perhaps rightfully so,
when bowl pairings were announced on Sunday.
Three Sun Belt Conference
teams got bowl bids, and their
Toppers, who finished second in
the league, weren’t among them.
A deeper look shows that even
if WKU had finished in a firstplace tie with league champion
Arkansas State for the Sun Belt title, the Toppers still wouldn’t have
been guaranteed a bowl.
COLE CLAYBOURN
Sun Belt Associate Commis- Callin' the Shots
sioner John McElwain said this sports@wkuherald.com
week that the league always accommodates its first place finisher thanks to fouryear agreements with the R+L Carriers New Orleans
and GoDaddy.com Bowls.
SEE SNUB, PAGE 8

Records Toppers' ﬁrst double-double of season
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@wkuherald.com

It was no secret before he arrived at WKU
that freshman guard Derrick Gordon could score.
Through the Toppers’
first 10 games of the season, the freshman from
St. Patrick High School
in New Jersey is showing that he can do much
more than that.
Gordon scored 14
points and pulled down
13 rebounds to help
WKU to its second
straight win of the season, a 62-55 road win
against Southern Illinois
Wednesday night.
With his efforts he became the first Topper to
record a double-double
this season.
“I’ll do whatever it
takes for us to start winning games,” Gordon
told WKU’s Big Red Radio following the game.
“That’s
rebounding,
playing defense, whatever.”
Gordon has arguably
been WKU’s most consistent player this season.
He’s the only player
on the team who’s started all 10 games and is
first on the team in minutes played, averaging
31 a game.
His 10.8 points per
game average makes him
one of just three Sun Belt
freshmen to be averaging
in double figures and his
6.0 rebounds per game
rank second on the team,
only behind freshman
forward George Fant’s
6.2 per game average.
Gordon said his re-

JOSH MAUSER/HERALD

Freshman guard Derrick Gordon leads WKU in scoring and is second in rebounding. He's
one of just three freshmen in the conference to be averaging at least 10 points.

bounding ability is simply a “gift.”
But its caught junior
guard Jamal Crook off
guard, who’s been impressed by the freshman guard’s rebounding
skills.
“At halftime I told
him, ‘I wish I had your
rebounding
ability,’”

he quipped. “I was like
‘Boy, you sure know
where it’s at and where
it be coming off at.’ But
hey, 13 rebounds, that’s
great.”
But it’s certainly
nothing new to Gordon,
who’s stressed plenty of
times that he takes just
as much pride on the de-

fensive end as he does
on offense. Eleven of his
13 rebounds came on the
defensive end.
To go along with his
rebounding efforts, Gordon is second on the
team in steals with eight.
SEE GORDON, PAGE 9

Rainey named Second
Team All-American
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@wkuherald.com

HERALD FILE

Senior running back Bobby Rainey was named a Walter Camp Second Team
All-American on Thursday. He was also named Sun Belt Conference Offensive
Player of the Year on Wednesday after breaking WKU's career and season rushing
records in 2011.

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

The Walter Camp AllAmerican teams named on
Thursday night listed who voters considered to be the nation’s
top four running backs.
Three — Oregon’s LaMichael James, Alabama’s Trent
Richardson and Wisconsin’s
Montee Ball — are all either
current or former Heisman Trophy finalists.
The other was WKU’s own
Bobby Rainey.
The Toppers’ senior running
back was named to the AllAmerica second team by the
120 Football Bowl Subdivision
head coaches and sports information directors that vote for
the award.
Rainey is the first WKU
player to be named a Walter
Camp All-American since the
Toppers became a full FBS
member in 2009, and the first
overall for WKU since Buster
Ashley was named to the I-AA
team in 2004.
Rainey, who earned honor-

able mention All-American
honors by SI.com in 2010, is
now a two-time All-American.
The honor came just a day
after Rainey, was named Sun
Belt Conference Offensive
Player of the Year for the second straight year.
Rainey broke WKU records
for career and single-season
rushing yards this season.
He rushed for 1,695 yards
on 369 carries with 13 touchdowns in 2011, while catching
36 passes for 361 yards and
four touchdowns.
Rainey currently leads the
FBS in carries and ranks second
in rushing yards.
The Griffin, Ga., native
was named Sun Belt Offensive
Player of the Week three times
this season and was named
WKU Team MVP at the Toppers’ year-end banquet on Sunday.
Rainey, along with WKU
senior left tackle Wes Jeffries
and sophomore middle linebacker Andrew Jackson, were
named to the All-Sun Belt first
team on Wednesday.

Jeffries, a former Warren
Central High School standout,
helped pave the way for Rainey’s season and ran for his first
career touchdown in the Toppers’ season finale against Troy.
SEE RAINEY, PAGE 8

WKU All-Sun
Belt selections
■ First Team
—Sr. RB Bobby Rainey
—Sr. LT Wes Jeffries
—Soph. MLB Andrew
Jackson
■ Second Team
—Sr. CB Derrius Brooks
—Jr. TE Jack Doyle
—Jr. RG Adam Smith
—Jr. DE Quanterus
Smith
■ Honorable Mention
—Sr. DE Bo Adebayo
—Sr. DE Jared Clendenin
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